CHAPTER  III SPANISH  DOMINION  IN  AMERICA
THAT part of the southern continent of America, stretching to the eas ward of Darien, comprising tfete provinces of Cartagena and Santa Marth was discovered by Roderigo de Bastigas, in the year 1520, and was subjugate by Pedro de Heredia, in the year 1532. As early as the year 1544, Cartagei had become a considerable town, and its harbour was the safest and be fortified of any in the Spanish territories in the new world. Its situation favourable for commerce, and it was selected as the port at which the Spanis galleons should first begin to trade, on their arrival from Europe, and to whi< they were to return, in order to prepare for their homeward voyage. T! province of Venezuela was first visited by Ojeda, in the year 1499, in 1 voyage of discovery, which has before been noticed. Observing an Indi; village, built on piles, to raise it above the stagnant water, the Spaniarc from, their propensity to discover resemblances between America and Euro bestowed on it the name of Venezuela, or Little Venice.
Charles V, to obtain a large" loan of the Velsers of Augsburg, then t wealthiest merchants in Europe, granted to them the province of Vcnezua to be held as an hereditary fief, on condition that they were to subjugate t natives, and plant & cplony in the territory. The proprietors sent out soi German adventurers, who, instead of establishing a colony, wandered abo the country in search* of mines, and to plunder the natives. In a few yet their avarice and rapacity desolated the province, instead of settling it, a: the proprietors, despairing of succeeding in the enterprise, relinquished tb grant, and the occupation of the country, when the Spaniards again to possession of it; but notwithstanding its natural advantages, it long remain one of their most unpromising settlements.
The new kingdom of Granada, as it was called, is an interior region, a was subjugated to the authority of Spain, in 1536, by Benalcazar, who invad it from Quito, where he was in command under Pizarro and Quesada. 1 natives being more improved than any in America, not excepting the Peruvk and Mexicans, defended themselves with resolution, bravery, and persevhis far and from the contagion of example, and the oblivion which he proclaims all past offences, and a promise of redressing grievances, his adherents dail] rapidly increased. Pizarro, as is the case of all usurpers, when their pov in danger, was filled with apprehension and rage. He sent deputies to 1 Gasca, and if that could not be done, to cut him off by assassination or po but his messengers, instead of executing his diabolical orders, joined G themselves. Irritated at the disaffection of his officers and men, he prep to decide the dispute in the field; and Gasca, perceiving that it would be< necessary to employ force, took steps to assemble troops in Peru, and cc them from other colonies. Pizarro marched rapidly to Cuzco, and atta Centeno, who had joined Gasca, and although he had but half the numb men, he obtained a Signal victory, attended with immense slaughter.
